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Chapter deemed throughout the Empire natural-born British
__1   subjects.1
The status of a natural-born British subject is as-
cribed to every person born within the British do-
minions (not being the child of a foreign diplomat or
alien enemy in occupation of British territory) or on
a British ship wherever it is. Moreover, the child of a
British subject father is a natural-born British subject,
though born out of the British dominions, in certain
conditions. It is necessary that the father should be
alive at the time of the child's birth, and be either a
natural-born British subject born in the British do-
minions, or born in a place where the King has extra-
territorial jurisdiction, or have been naturalised, or
have become a British subject by annexation of terri-
tory (as in the case of the South African Republics),
or have been in the service of the Grown at the time
of the child's birth. If none of these conditions is ful-
filled by the father, the child's birth may be registered
within a year at a British consulate, and he will be
able to retain British nationality provided that within
a year after attaining age twenty-one he asserts his
retention of such nationality and where possible divests
himself of any foreign nationality which he may also
have.
Naturalisation can be acquired on proof of residence
for five years within the eight preceding years in the
British dominions, the last year having been spent in
the part of the Empire in which he applies for natural-
isation, and of intention to reside in the British do-
minions. Service under the Crown may take the place
of past or proposed residence. Knowledge of English,
1 Dicey and Keith, Conflict of Laws (5th ed.), chap. iii.